162             THE EUROPEAN PEASANTRY,  1600-1914

the lot of the peasant. Moreover, though there had been much
enclosure and to some extent peasants had become proprietors,
the old system of strip farming, with its relative common rights
over pasture, woods, and wastes, was still a commonplace
in many districts, and agriculture, save in a few exceptionally
favoured districts, remained in a primitive condition.

The Revolution and the changes that followed it swept away
the feudal and semi-feudal obligations. It also increased the
number of peasant owners, though the enfranchised peasant
also often remained on or became a metayer tenant. But con-
currently it destroyed the communes and with them much of
the communal spirit of the earlier peasantry. The changes
served to create an excessive individualism in place of the old
communal spirit, and this was to prove anything but a blessing
to French civilization in the ensuing years. In one other direc-
tion, too, the Revolution failed to effect improvement. There
was no policy of enclosure, no throwing together of the scattered
strips of holdings into compact plots. The 'scattered plots'
remained a very serious obstacle to agricultural development.

The Revolution may have rescued the peasants from much
oppression, but it left a legacy of war and conscription that also
hit them hard. Taxation, too, was still heavy. In the early
years of the nineteenth century life was certainly difficult for
the peasant. Save in special areas, especially in the north of
France where there was considerable improvement in condi-
tions, in districts where there were special crops like grapes or
olives for which there was a special market, and in market-
gardening areas near the towns, the peasant continued with
his old life, and although, as the century went on, trade was
always increasing, the normal French peasant's output was
largely consumed by his own family or sold in the immediate
neighbourhood.

With all his difficulties and trials, the peasant still found time
to enjoy himself. Though his working dress was the blouse and
sabots, the old traditional peasant costume was still kept in the
family chest, and village fgtes were celebrated with all the old
abandon and gaiety of mood and colour.